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ABSTRACT 

A study of the current expressed reading interests of 
children in the first two years of school conducted in ten 
countries — Austria, Canada^ England, Israel, Italy, Japan, the 
jetherlands, Panaaa, Sweden, and the United States— is reported in 
this paper. Over 2,000 children drew pictures about what they would 
best like to read or have read to thea. They were then interviewed 
for additional inforaation in an attempt to ascertain the derivation 
of their interests. Specific topics drawn and/or stated by the 
children are listed along with the categories into which topics were 
placed. Three of the conclusions appearing to grew out of the study 
are: although sowe significant differences emerged from country to 
country, there were uore siailarities in interests across the ten 
countries than differences; fairy tales and fantasies were the aost 
preferred expressed reading interests of first- and second-year 
children in the ten countries; and reading interests of second-year 
children demonstrated aore preferences for nonfictional topics than 
the interests of first-year children. (Author/WR) 
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EXPFESSED BEADING IMERESTS CF YCXJNG CHUDHEN: 



A study of the currait estpressed reading of children in the first 
isao years of school was oonducted in 10 countries: Austria, Canada, 
Qngland, Israel, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Panana, Sii^den, and 
the united States. Over 2,000 children drew pictures about vihat th^ 
would best like to read or have read to than. They were then inter- 
vi0*9d for additional InfontBtion and in an attta!i>t to ascertain the 
derivation of their interests. Specific topics drawn and/or stated by 
the children are listed along with the categories into which topics 
were placed. 

Bearing in mind that the findings and generalizations growing 
fron the findings are extremely limited by the delimitaticns of the 
study, three of the conclusions appearing to grow out of the study are: 



(1) Althcug^ sa» significant differenoes anerged fran country to 
ocwntry, there were more similarities in interests ai^ross the ten 
countries than differences. (2) Fairy tales and fantasies were the 
most preferred expressed reading interests of first and second year 
children in the ten countries. O) Reading interests of second-year 
<iiildren demonstrated more preferences for nonfictional topics than 
the interests of first-yoar dxildren. 

EXPia^S^ FEADING INTLRESTS CP YCXJMG CHIIDRQ^s 

Many teachers appear to feel that students understand better when 
they are interested in \4iat they are reading. As a result of this con- 
cern a nuDober of investigators have naturally turned their attention 

*Thanks nust be extended to so many people for helping with this 
research project. Space only permits a general but very sincere thank 
you to all the teaciiers, principals, and escandners in each country who 
worked so carefully to preserve the integrity of the study. Specifically 
WB thank the "contact" people wJ^o fielpad us plan and execute the research 
in each ountry: XJSTBIA, Dr:. Riciiard Banberger; CANADA, Dr. Jean E. 
RDbertscn; QXSjm, Or. Vera Soutiigate Booth, Dr. Joyce Morris, Mr. Ranald 
Johnson, Ms. Elizabeth T. Jay; ISRAEL, Dr. ELiahu 'Srell; ITALY, Dr. Tiziano 
Donadi; JAPAN, Dr. Akira Ocada; the NErffiERMNDS, Mr. Karel van Wetering? 
PANAMA, Ms. Margaret Leigh, Ms. Alva Piper; SWEDEJ, Dr. Eve Malirquist, 
Ms. Barbro Billing? IWITHJ STMES, Mr. Millard Black, Dr. Carolyn Burke, 
Dr. Ann Hughes, Ms. Zenobia Jones, Dr. Morris Mazxnon. Special tha^ 
also to Dr. Nancy Dworkin for data analysis ani Ms. Doris Baxter for 
assist/2ince in arranging for an early pilot study. 



to pursuing the inDorest facto )r in reading • More than 300 inves-iqa^ 
tions of re^^idinq preferences vmro published prior to the 1960l, laixrely 
in the United States. Although the surge of studies has diminished to 
seme extent, researchers still continue their poi-suit of the interest 
factor. Chly a limited amount of research has been focused ujon the 
preferences of the beginning reader in the first and second years of 
school. To the investigators* knowledge, after a careful search of 
the literature, no investigators have previously explored the expressed 
reading interests of young children acxx)ss a nimber of countries. 

•Hie purpose of the study was to survey and caipare the expresseri 
reading interests of children in the first and seacard years of fonral 
schooling (not including kindergarten) in an attettpt to deterrdne sim- 
ilarities and differences anang countries, within each of the sctiool 
years, and fnxn first to second year. The total sanple consist^ad of 
2,113 children; three children would not or ootild not respond leaving 
a final total of 2,110. Of these 2,110 children, 106 were fron Austria, 
105 fron Canada, 196 from England, 103 from Israel, 88 fron Italy, 99 
from Japan, 80 from the Netherlands, 129 from Panama, 126 from Sweden, 
and 1,078 fron three geographic areas of the United States. Hie over- 
all Panple ijicluded 1,045 girls and 1,065 boys. 

The study was originally designed by Dr. Dorott»y Kirsch as an 
investigation of the esqxcessed reading interests of children in grades 
one and two in three cities and suburban areas of the United States. 
This early part of the investigation was conpleted in partial fulfill- 
ment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Education at 
Hofstra University. Dr. Kirsch 's study was then expanded and the 
results of her investigation was included in the investigation of 



children in 10 ccairi tries. This piiase of the investigation was con- 
pleted undt'X the direction of Professor H. Alan Robinson who wrote to 
friends in nine countries and roq^jfiSted their assistance in collecting 
data. He then travelled to six of these countries ta observe, answer 
questions, and assure parallelian. In most cases, classroom toadhers 
ccnd\jK::tad t.ja interviews with the childr^. Professor Robinson spent 
about two or tnree days in each country on his trip around the world. 
All data in the ten countries was collected in 1972. 

PLAN THE STODY 

Information on expressed reading interests was coll .ed frcm a 
total of 2,110 children by interviews on a one-to-one b?>.ris. The 
children's CMn drawings were used to elicit their expressed interests. 
They were asked to draw a picture about what thay would best like to 
read or have read to them. Each child, interviewed aione, would then 
draw a picture. The investigator confirmsd the child's reading interest 
by means of a structured interview. When possible, the derivation of 
the interest was also elicited. 

After the data had been collected, conparisons were made aooording 
to ooLuitry, sex, intelligence, reading level, chronological age, and 
yeai in school. 

1. The interests were expressed by the children at that point in 
time. The feelings of the child about the reading interests were not 
proibed psyd»logically or sociologically, nor were the interests then 
related to child developnent patterns. 

2. Itie sanple was limited to children in selected schools in the 



Unitod States on the basis of urban and ijnner city locations In the 
metropolitan areas of New York, Detroit, and Los Anqeles. The school i> 
in the other nine countries v?ere selected can the basis of convenience 
and coc^seration. Sixx:e Professor Robinson wrote to people he knew in 
various countries for their assistance in gathering the informtion, 
the s£nples were not randanized. 

3. Ihe technique used in collecting data—children's drawings 
in canbination with an intervie»/ — was essentially subjective, even 
though the interview was structured. This intervietf was more detailed 
in the United States and less so in the other nine countries. 

4. The designation of reading level was judgnnental on the part or 
the teachers. 

5. "nie designation of intelligence level as low, average, or hi^ 
was obtained from the Goodenough Draw^A-Man Test. 

6. There were differaxres in aige although the children were in 
the sanne grade. In Sweden, the children were generally one year older 
than in other countries because in Sweden the children start school one 
year later. In England the children were one year younger because they 
begin school roughly one year earlier. This variation has been taken 
into consideration in describing the results. 

7. In the study of Alberta, Canada; Venice, Italy; and in the 
Canal Zone, the data were collected by persons otter than those imnw- 
diately involved in the research project. The interpretations and 
carrying out of instructions was entrusted to persons viio were residing 
and working in those areas at that time. And in Japan, interviews were 
conducted by college students majoring in educaticai. HowE?ver, these 



students were well txained and followed the directions oxplicitlv. 

FINDINGS 

In this section of the pap©: three main elanents of the study are 
eaqplored: (1) the topics children in the world sanpLo expressed an 
interest in reading about; (2) the classification of the topics into 
predetermined categories, vAiich were then con|>ared statist?. cally to 
ascertain similarities and differences; and (3) an attenpt to ascertain 
the derivation of the child's reading interest— ^^ether it was fostered 
by books, television, or personal expeci&nces. The data reveals striking 
similarities fron country to country, along with unique differences. 

ihe Topics 

Each child's reading interest — the subject drawn and talked about, 
was termed the topic . The topics were then allocated to seven pre- 
arranged categories: information-scientific; inforroaticHi-historic; 
informatic»^-1970s ; realistic fiction; imaginative fiction; huTr>r; and 
poetry. Generally, the child's drawing revealed the reading topic of 
interest; through the interview, the specific manner in which the 
topic was viewed. For exanple, if a child drew a dog, he might reveal, 
upon questioning, that he liked stories about real animals, which would 
be classified, in the categories, as realistic fiction. However, if he 
disclosed upon questioning that he wanted information on hew to raise 
dogs, it would then be allocated to the category "information-scientific." 
Or, perhcqps, he stated that he liJc^d stories about u^e-telieve dogs, 
in v#iich case his interest would be classified as "imaginative fiction. " 

The 1,062 children in the first year of school who participated in 
the study made 1,095 choices, which are classified as 24 appropriate 



topics. The number of choices exceeded the number of children by 33; 
sore children made more than one choice. Fictional topics nurrbercd 
851, or 78 percent of the choices; ncxi-fiction topics nunbered 244, 
or 22 percent of the total. The first 10 topics reflected more than 
89 percent of the reading interests of children in the first yesLX of 
school. 

Tc^ic choices for children in the first year of school are shown 
in Table 1. 

[Insert Table 1 here - see page 7a] 

Titles mentioned as favorite fairy tales or fantasies by 297 (27.12%) 
^f the children in the first year of school acrcss the 10 countries in- 
cluded both classic fairy tales and modem fantasies. Named by sane 
subjects in 50 percent oar more of the countries surveyed were the tijne- 
honored favorites: Cinderella , Little Red Riding Hood , Snow Vtiite , The 
Three Bears , and Jack and the Beanstalk. Frequently mention was the 
a*Bdish modern-day fantasy Pippi Longstodcing . Children also naied as 
favorites fairy tales, fantasies, tales which were apparently indigenous 
to their country. Thus, children in the Netherlands spoke of a story 
about Santa Glaus arriving in the Netherlands on a steamer; Austrian 
children appeared to 2avor Hansel and Gretel ; and Japanese subjects 
named A anall House . 

Requests by 173 children (15.80%) for "stories about children" 
appeared to mirror the everyday pursuits of the subjects, for the most 
part, "nujs, there were requests for stories about children pitying, 
children at school, children getting lost, and children going on trips. 
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TABI£ 1 



TOPICS CHOSEN BY CHILDREN Hi THE FIRST YEAR OF SCHOOL 



TOPIC 




PERCENT 


RANK 


FdLiry tales and fantasies 


297 


27.12 


1 


Stories about children 


173 


15.80 


2 


Stories about real anixnals 


146 


13.33 


3 


Infoixtation about animals 


110 


10.04 


4 


Stories about people 


80 


7.31 


5 


Mcnster stories - superhixnan personalities 


53 


4.84 


6 


Raal^life adventure stories 


40 


3.65 


7 


Funny stories 


31 


2.83 


8 


Hew to make and/or operate mechanical 
vdtiicles, etc* 


29 


2.65 


9 


InfoxxTiatiori on vocations 


23 


2.10 


10 


TV cartoons 


17 




11 


How thincrs cnrow 


15 


1.37 


12 


Mvsterv and ohost stories 


13 


1.19 


13 


Prehistoric life 


12 


1.10 


14 


Historic events and famous people 


11 


1.00 


15 


Information on sports 


10 


.91 


16 


ChECiical and biological infoonaticA 


8 


.73 


17 


'*How to..." infoxmaticn, other than 
mechanical 


6 


.55 


18 


Famous ccntcnBaorarv neoole 


6 


.55 


18 


Current events 


5 


.46 


19 

x^ 


Beligious thenes 


4 


.37 


20 


Information on space 


4 


.37 


20 


Ecology 


1 


.09 


21 


Scioioe fiction 


1 


.09 


21 



{ 
f 
I 
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Among the titles sptx ifically roenticred were Tcan Sawyer , Heidi , and from 
Israeli children, H anna's Shaba t Dress ♦ 

C^e hundred and forty-six (13.33%) of the first year children appar- 
ently desired to rrad about all kinds of animals — pets, circus anijnals, and 
wild animals. Books in the Lassie series were frequently menticaied; others 
included Fury and Dlack Beauty . Information was requested about a tremen- 
dously varied group of living creatures: dogs, horses, and cats were the 
favorites, but there was also interest in birds, lions, pigs, guinea pigs, 
elephants, tigers, whales, reindeer, ants, and grassho{^3ers . 

Interest in real-life adventure stories included requests by 40 (3.65%) 
children for stories about cowboys and oowgirls, soldiers, sailors, knights 
of old, boys and girls in different lands, and a desire to see other places, 
through books, arriving there by car and plane. ?jiong the titles were 
The Desert Pox and "R^e Sardinian Drunner Boy . 

Stories about people seemed to reflect the every-day life of 80 (7.31%) 
of the subjects; requests frequently were made for stories about family 
menbers, particularly siblings. 

Among the characters mentioned in "monster stories" were witches, 
devils, and robots. Dracula and Zorro were aannong the specific titles; 
Japanese children menticned a number of monster stories vrfiich ware appar- 
ently unique to their country. Stories vAiich appealed to children because 
of hunor included such titles as Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory , 
Rolling Rice Ball , and A Man with a Yellow Hat . "How bo..." information 
included interest in how to make cars, operate submarines and trains, 
make marionettes and dolls, collect butterflies, and learn to bake. Infor- 
mation about sports included interests in gymnastics and football; infor- 
mation on vocations included requests for reading material on how to be an 
astrcnaut, a policeman, a doctor, and a teacher. Religious thanes mentioned 
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characters frcm botli the Old and New Testanents. And choices listad 
under "TV cartoais" included Donald Duck , Miclgey Mouse , Tom and Jerry > 
Top Cat , hxiqs Bunny , and Woody Woodpecker , 

Similarities of choioes of children throughout tho sample, along 
with sane striking differences, are shown in Table 2, which lists the 
first three choices of the children in the first year of school of each 
country in the survey. 

Fairy tales and fantasies, which was the first choice of the sanple, 
received the greatest degree of interest in eight of the 10 countries, 
with Japan and Canada giving it the seccaid hi^est frequency. Stories 
about children, the seccnd choice of the sanple, received the second 
highest frequency of interest frcm four cointries, the third highest fron 
two. "Stories about real animals," the third chc ce of the sanple, was 
dhos&i first by Canada, second by Panama, and third by Israel, while 
"information abcut animals," the fourth choioe of the satple as a whole, 
was the seccnd choicse of Italy and Sweden and tlie third choice of the 
United States. "Stcaries about people," sixth choice of the saitple, was 
Japan's first choice a«i the Netherlands' third; and "real-life adventure 
stories," the seventh choice of the sanple, was the third choice of both 
England and Japan. 

[Insert Table 2 here - see pages 9a and 9b] 

Whether the differences in choices between the countries are cultur- 
ally based, are a result of a curriculxin-directed experience, or can be 
traced to the affective dcroain of the child, is of course, conjectural. 
There are differences among the interests of children in the countries 
represented in the sar^ile, but obviously there are siitdlarities— fairy 
tales and fantasies are of great interest to many childroi in the first 
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TABLE 2 

FIRST THREE RANKINGS OF TOPICS BY COUNTRIES > FIRST YEAR 

(Rcinai\ nuroberals r^resent rankings of entire sanple; 
parenthetical nvxiibers represent rankings of oountry.) 

I. Fairy tales and fantasies 

Austria (1) 
Canada (2) 
E^land (1) 
Israel (1) 
Italy (1) 
Japan (2) 

the Netherlands (1) 
Panareia (1) 
Sweden (1) 
United states (1) 

II. Stores about children 

Austria (2) 
Canada (3) 
Israel (2) 
Italy (3) 

the Netherlands (2) 
Panaia (3) 
United States (2) 

III. Stories about reaJ animals 

Canada (1) 
Israel (3) 
Panama (2) 

IV. Information ab~ it animals 

Italy (2) 
Sweden (2) 
United States (3) 

V. Stories abc^t pec^le 

Austria (3) 
Qigland (2) 

VI. McsTSter stories 

Italy (3) 
Japan (1) 

the Netherlands (3) 



I 
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VII. Real-life adventure stories 

England (3) 
Japan (3) 

VIII. Funny stories 

Italy (3)* 
Sweden (3) 

Wll, Chaonical and biological iiifosanation 
Italy (3)* 

XVIH. "How to..." infcmnatiofi, otiirr than 
mechanical 

Italy (3)* 



^Saroe degree of pref ea^ence 
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year of school across the 10 countries. 

An analysis of the choices of children in the second year of 
school reveals that the 1,048 children in the survey made 1,130 choices 
vMch are classified as 25 topics; the additional interest was the 
dictionary vMdi accounted for tMO choices. The nunber of choices 
exceeded the nisiber of children by 82; apparently more children in the 
second year of school than in the first had nultiple reading interests. 
Fictional topics numbered 721, or 64 percent of the secaid year choices 
non-fiction topics nutbered 409, or 36 percent of the total. Thus, 
although fiction still the major reading interest of children in 
the second year of school, there vras a narked increase in requests for 
factual reading naterial. The first 10 topics reflected 79 percent of 
the expressed interest ratheo: than the 89 percent evidenced by those in 
the fiLrst year of school, vAiich speared to indicate that interests 
were widening with a portion of the children. 

Second year tqpic choices are shown in Table 3. 

[Insert Table 3 here - see page xoa] 

As a caiparison of Tables 1 and 3 indicates, topics chosen by 
first and second y^r children were similar. There were, however, 
differences in the degree of interest shewn in the tcpics, and "fairy 
tales and fantasies" was again, in the second year, the topic vMch 
received the greater frequency of interest. However, "stories about 
children," v^ch was the secoind most popular topic in the first year, 
ranked third in the seccnd year. "Infonnation about animals," which 
ranlced fourth in the first year, was the second most popular topic in 
the second year. "Stories about animals," ranked third in the first 
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TABIE 

TOPICS CHOSEN BY GHILDFEN 3N 

TOPIC 

Fairy tales and fantasies 

Information about animals 

Stories about children 

Stories about real animals 

Real-life adventure stories 

Monster stories - superhuman 
perscmlities 

Stories about people 

Baa to make and/or operate mechanical 
vehicles, etc. 

Funn/ stories 

Infornation on space 

Information on vocations 

Inf onnation c»i sports 

t^Iistoric evaits and famous people 

TV cartocns 

Prehistoric life 

Chemical and biological infonnaticn 

Mystery and ^tost stories 

••How to..." information, other than 
mechanical 

How things grow 

Religious thentes 

Famous contaii»rary people 

Current events 

Science fiction 

Dictionaries 

Ecology 

ERIC 



3 

TOE SBCOKD YEAR OF SCHOOL 



TOEAL 




RANK 


266 


23.54 


1 


145 


12.83 


2 


116 


10.27 


3 


85 


7.52 


4 


65 


5.75 


c 
D 


57 


5.04 


6 


44 


3.89 


7 


42 


3.72 


8 


39 


3.45 


9 


36 


3.19 


10 


30 


2.65 


11 


28 


2.48 


12 


26 


2.30 


13 


24 


2.12 


14 


22 


1.95 


15 


21 


1.86 


16 


20 


1.77 


17 


16 


1.42 


18 


14 


1.24 


19 


10 


.88 


20 


9 


.80 


21 


6 


.53 


22 


5 


.44 


23 


2 


.18 


24 


2 


.18 


24 
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year, was ranked fourth in the second year. 

There was greater interest in "IV cartoons" and "how things grow" 
among children in the first year. Ihere was considerably nvore interest 
in "infonnation on space" in the second year, vihere it was ranked tenth 
as ccnpared to a ranking of twentieth in the first year, llieie was also 
a greater interest in "infonnation on sports." 

As in the first year, analysis of the first three choioes of each 
country reveals both similarities and differences, as shown in Table 4. 
"Fairy tales and fantasies," vMch ranked first with the secor^ year 
saiple also ranked first with eight countries, and second with Sweden 
and the United States. "Infonnation about animals," which ranked 
second with the second year saiiple, was the first choice of Sweden and 
the United States, second choice of Japan, and third choice of Panama. 
"Stories about children," the topic ranked third, ranked third with 
Austria, Canada, England, Japan, ^aed&i, and the Uhited States, but 
second with Panama and Israel. The topic ranked fourth, "stories about 
real animals," was the second choice of Canada and Panama; but it was 
the third choice of Israel and Italy. Tlie topic ranked fifth, "real 
life adventure stories," was the second choice of Austria, Qigland, and 
the Netherlands; the topic ranked ninth by the total second year sanple, 
"funny stories," was ranked second by the sect«id year children of Italy; 
"information on space," v^ch was ranked tenth by the entire sanple was 
ranked second by Austria; and the topic ranked sixteenth by the total 
second year sanple, "chemical or biologiCed infonnation," was ranked 
third by the second year children of the Netherlands. 
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TPmE 4 

FIRST THF3EE RANKINGS TOPICS BY CCXJOTRIES: SECOND YEAR 

(acroan nunberals represent rankings of entire sanple; 
parenthetical nuxtibers represent rankings of country.) 

I. Fairy tales and fantasies 

Austria (1) 
Canada (1) 
England (1) 
Israel (1) 
Italy (1) 
J^)an (1) 

the Netherlands (1) 
Panama (1) 
Sweden (2) 
United States (2) 

II. Information about animals 

J^>an (2) 
Panona (3) 
Sweden (1) 
United States (1) 

III. Stories about children 

Austria (3) 
Canada (3) 
England (3) 
Israel (2) 
Japan (3) 
Panama (2)* 
Sweden (3) 
United States {3) 

IV. Stories ab-^t real- animals 

Canada (2) 
Israel (3) 
Italy (3) 
Panana (2)* 



*Sanfie degree of preference 
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V. Real life adventure stories 

Austria (2)* 

Ekiglanl (2) 

the Netherlands (2) 

IX. Funny stories 

Italy (2) 

X. Infoxmation en space 

Austria (2)* 

XVI. CSionical or biolcsgical infaonation 

the Netherlanas (3) 

*Sanje degree of preference 

THE W!EC30PJES 

Hie topics children chose were then allocated to s&ren. prearranged 
categories (as discussed previously) : information-scientific; informa- 
tion-historic; information-1970s; realistic fiction; ineginative fiction; 
huitor; and poetry. "Poetry," as has been noted, was probably too 
abstract a designation for this age group and was not chosen by any 
child. 

The statistic "chi-square," used to ocqpare a set of observed 
frequencies with a set of hypothetical set of e^q^ected frequencies, 
was employed to determine statisticeil significance. In this study, 
the ubsenrsd frsquenoies expressed (within each group) the frequency 
with vSiich a category was selected, while the expected frequencies were 
the frequencies that would have been expected if no differences existed 
in the preferences of the grow^js beir^ oonpared. The greater the varia- 
tion, as shewn by a nunnerically larger chi-square, the greater is the 
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year of achc»l across the 10 countries. 

An analysis of the choices of children In the second year of 
school reveals that the 1,048 children in the survey made 1,130 choices, 
which are classified as 25 topics; the additional interest was the 
dictionary which aoocuntad for tMo choioes. The ntittoer of choices 
exceeded the niirber of children by 82; apparently more children in the 
second year of school than in the first had ntiltiple reding interests. 
Fictional topics nurnbered 721, or 64 peroent or the second year choices; 
non-fiction topics niirbered 409, or 36 peroer.t of the total, "nius, 
although fiction was still the mjor reading interest of children in 
the second year of school, there was a marked increase in req\«sts for 
factual reading material. The first 10 topics reflected 79 percent of 
the expressed interest rather than the 89 percent evidenced by those in 
the first year of school, which appeared to indicate that interests 
were widening with a portion of the diildren. 

Second year topic choices axe shown in Table 3. 

[Insert Table 3 here - see page xOa] 

As a coiparison of Tables 1 and 3 indicates, topics chos^ by 
first and second year children were similar. There were, however, 
differences in the degree of interest shown in the topics, and "fairy 
tales and fantasies'* was again, in the second year, the topic vihich 
received the grater frequency of interest. However, "stories about 
children," **iich was the second most popular topic in the first year, 
ranked third in the second year. "Infonnaticai about animals," which 
ranked fcwrth in the first year, was the second most lopular topic in 
the second year. "Stories about animals," ranked third in the first 



TABI£ 3 

TOPICS CHOGEN BY OlILDREN IN THE SBCGND YEAR OF SCHOOL 
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Prehistoric life 
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21 
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10 


DO 


20 


Famous ccntonporazy people 
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Ecology 


2 


.18 


24 
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year, was ranked fourth in the second year. 

There was greate:r interest in "^TV cartoons" and "how things grow" 
among children in the first year. Ihere was considerably more interest 
in information on space" in the secord year, where it was ranked tenth 
as ccnpared to a ranking of twentieth in the first year. Ttere was also 
a greater interest in "information oii sports." 

As in the first year, analysis of the first three choices of each 
country reveals both similarities and differences, as shown in Table 4. 
"Fairy tales and fantasies," \*djch ranked first with the seccni year 
sanplB also ranked first with eight countries, ard second with Sweden 
and the United States. "Infonnation about animals," which ranked 
second with the second year sample, was the first choice of Sweden and 
the united States, second choice of Japan, and third choice of Panana. 
"Stories about children," the topic ranked third, ranked third with 
Austria, Canada, England, Japan, Wooden, and the Uhitei States, but 
second with Panana and Israel. The topic ranked fourth, "stories about 
real animals," was the second choice of Canada, and Panara; but it was 
the third choice of Israel and Italy. He topic ranked fifth, "r«al 
life adventure stories," was the second choice of Austria, Ehgland, and 
the Netherlands; the' topic ranked ninth by the total seccnd year saxt^sle, 
"funny stories," was ranked second by the seoorad year childiw of Italy; 
"information on space," which was ranked tenth by the aitir« sanple was 
ranked second by Austria; and the topic ranked sixteenth by the total 
second year sanple, "chanical or biological infonnaticn," was ranked 
third by the second year chiMren of the Netherlands. 



TABI£ 4 

FIRST THREE RANKINGS CF TOPICS BY COUMTRIES: SBCCND YEAR 

(Ranan nuitiberals represent rankings of entire sanple? 
parenthetical raarbers represent rankings of oountry.) 

I. Fairy tales and fantasies 

Austria (1) 
Canada (1) 
England (1) 
Israel. (1) 
Italy (1) 
Japan (1) 

the Netherlands (1) 
Panana (1) 
Sweden (2) 
United States (2) 

II. Information about animals 

J^pan (2) 
Panaroa (3) 
Sweden (1) 
United States (1) 

III. Stories about children 

Austria (3) 
Canada (3) 
England (3) 
Israel (2) 
Japan (3) 
Panama (2)* 
Sweden (3) 
United States (3) 

IV. Stories about real animals 

Canada (2) * 
Israel (3) 
Italy (3) 
PancT'a (2)* 



*Sane degree of preference 
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V. RBal life acSKrenture stories 

Austria (2)* 

^lani (2) 

the Netherlands (2) 

DC. Funny stories 

Italy (2) 
X. InfoTTMtion on space 

Austria (2)* 
XVI. Cliemical or biological infomatlon 

the Nethsrlaxxis (3) 
*SaiQe degpoee of pref erenoe 

THE CAilBGQRIBS 

T5» topics children chose were then to seven prearranged 

categories (as discussed previously) : Infonnation-scientific; infonna- 
tion-historic; infoDnation-1970s; realistic ficticn? imaginative fiction; 
huror; and poetry. "Poetry," as has been noted, was probably too 
abstract a designation for this age group and was not chosen by any 
child. 

Wie statistic "chi-square,** used to oaipare a set of observed 
frequencies with a set of hypothetical set of expectad frequoicies, 
was enployed to determine statistical significance. In this study, 
the observed frequencies expressed (within each group) the frequency 
with v*iich a category was selected, while the expected frequencies were 
the frequencies that would have been eaqsected if no differences existed 
in the preferences of the groi?>s being oonpared. The greater the varia- 
tion, as shorn by a nimerically larger chi-square, the greater is the 
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oertainty that the differenoe is not due to chanoe variation. Chi- 
aquare tasted the diff erenow in the pcoportlgp of the responses that 
fell within each category for the different groups, rather than dif- 
feiences betMoen groups in the rwkinc? of the cadb^gociee. The category 
choices of the 2,110 ctiildren »iK> tx)0k psrt in the survey oouM be 
ranked (1) m ginative fiction, with 742.5 choiaBs; (2) realistic fic- 
tion, vfith 633. '> choiceej (3) infifnitian-gcientif ic , with 406.4 chDices; 
(4) infonaation 1970e, with 224.5 dhoiom; (5) infamation-historic, %dth 
57 choices; and (6) huoor, with 46 choioes. Howwi«r, the p e o^ rtion of 
choices falling in each catagccy varied ftxm grtxp to gzo^p. 

As previously discossed^tha study in tte Ikiitad States was can- 
pleted in advance of tiie study in the nine oauntries, and with a far 
larger sample. I^us, sane of thtt dat*. had to be statistically eEflndned 
without the (Jhitad States included in the table; the n\anerical weight 
of the U.S. saople viould have skewed the cai|2ilaticns. 

Nine questions fomsd the fraD»«ock for the statistical analysis: 

(1) Are there significant differenoes in the express^i rei^iing 
interests of children in the first year of school aroong the 10 countries 
surveyed in the study? 

Qii -aquare analysis showed significant differences at the .01 level. 
Ihe proportion of respcnsas to the category "infanoation-sciaitific" 
%>as greater in Italy, Sweden, and the Uhited States; responses to 
"realistic fiction" were greater in England a»i Tar^l a»l markedly 
f€Mer in Italy; responses to "imaginative fiction** %«ere greater in the 
Nethei lands and Italy. 

(2) Are there si^fioant diffeiwoes in the eaqpreased reading 
interests uf diildren in the seocnd year of school anotg the 10 countries 
surveyed in the study? 
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Chi-square analysis Stowed significant diffeapenoes at the .01 level. 
IhB proportion of respcnses to the catagory "infonnatiofi-scientific" 
were markedly fewer in Qigland and Israel than in \±e rest of the sacnple; 
re^xxises to " inf OTWit i nri-1970s " %i«Be gcaater in the Unite:! States; 
responses to "realistic fiction" %m greater in Ghgland and Israel, and 
markedly feuer in Italy; ind rcapc3n<ei to "imaginative fiction** were 
fewer in a«den and the United Statas. 

(3) Are there significant diff«renoss between the expsressed reading 
interests of first and seocnd year children in the 10 oowtries surveyed 
in the study? 

Chi-square analysis revBalad significant differenses at the .01 level. 

t 

Die proportion of responses '«are greater L\ the aaoond year than in the 
first year to the categories "Infomation-scientific," "infonaation- 
historic," and "infonnation-1970s." The proportion of re^tses wesre 
greater in the first year to the oatagoEy "realistic fiction" and to 
"imaginative fiction." 

(4) Are there significant diffetenoes in the eacpressed reading in- 
terests of first year boys and first year girls? (The Uhited States was 
treated separately because of the sias of the sai|>le.) 

fnu.-aqjare shoMod no significant differences in the proportion of 
responsas of first year boys and girls. However, for the United States 
saoaple alone there %«ace si^iifloant differences at the .01 level in the 
eacpressed reading interests of first year boys and girls, with boys 
shewing a far greater proportion of intetest for the category "informa- 
tion i970s." 

(5) Are there significant diffsrenoes in the eaqpressed resiing in- 
terests of second year boys and seoond year girls? {The Unit^ States, 
because of the size of the saBpla, was treated separately.) 
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Chi-sq^jare shewed no significant dif fesrencjes in the proportion of 
r«^3C3nses of seoond year boys and girls. The*llnit«i States sani>le alone, 
however, did show significant diffezenoas at the .01 lavel between 
second year boys and girls, with girls shewing a far greater preference 
for -realistic f icUon" and "imaginative ricticn" and boys eyhibiting 
greater interest in "infonnatian 19703." 

pronounced differences in saqawsied xe^iinj interests betMeoi 
yomg boys and girls in the Uhited StAtss presoits a puzzling contrast 
to the sijuilarity of reading interasts dKMn between boys and girls in 
the other nine countries surveyed. AMitlonal resGftzch appears needed. 

(6) Are there significant diffecenoes in the expressed reaiing 
iiiterests of first year chiMren of hlg^, average, and low inteUigenoe? 
(The ttiited States, because of the size of the sanple, was treated sep- 
arately. ) 

Chi-square showed no significant differeves in the proportion of 
the responses of first year children of high, average, or low intelli- 
gence. 

The United States saR|>le alons, haaevsr, showed significant dif- 
ferences at the .05 level, with children of high intelligence expzes- 
aijig a greater interest in -infonnatlon-^Jimtific" wd -infonnaticn- 
1970s,* and children of low intelligence showing a greater interest in 
the category "realistic fiction." 

(7) Are there si^icant differenoM in the eacpressed reading 
interests of seoond year diildren of hi^, average, and low intelUgenoe? 
(Again, the United states was onittad fxoa tte overall ooipilaticn. ) 

Qii-square analysis shcMsd significant differences at the .05 level, 
with c^ldren of high inteUigenoe showing a higher proportion of 
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interest ijn the categories of "infooBBtion-scientific'* and "im^inative 
fiction" than did children in the ath«r categories. Oonversely, tite 
Uiitad Statas aan^^ile showed no signifiosnt differesK^es in the eo^essed 
reading interests of seoond year chiMran asoosdii^ to intelligence. 

(8) Are there significant dif£mnaea in the i»?qr>r*P6gq^ zoadiing 
interests of first year chUdron at hS/gfi, aswrage, end low xexiing level? 
(Ihe overall ooapilation did tat iodsi&a the Onited States.) 

Chi-square analysis showed significant differences at the .01 level 
betwaen first yaar chiXdron cf hi^, overage, aid lav rewiing level. 
C2iildr«i of high and avasage level riuwed a greatef^ pcogiortiGn of inter- 
est in the category "inforBation-flCientific" than did dliildroi of low 
Reading level; chiMroi of low reading level flhowoi a groater intecest 
in "r palis f jc fiction," and ohildron of hi^ and sN&rsqe rssSing level 
shai«ad more interest in the categocy "iauiginative cxccion." The 
f^iited States sanple showad a sigrflrtr pattern: significant dif£ere»ac»8 
at the .01 level, %dth childrsn a:t tlis Jar xeaiiing level showing a 
greater prqportion of interest in the category "rasOistic f icticn. " 

(9) Are there significant diffanenoes in the esqptrconai reoi^jg 
interests of seoond year ciuujdraii of high, average, ft^i^ low reading 
level? 

dii-scpiare analysis flhawGd no significant diff eren::es in the pro- 
portion of r ea pon i i es of children of hi^, average, arei low reading level 
in any of the countries including th« Uhited Statas soiple. 

See Table 4 for listing of sigpnifiont differences. 

In addition tin variaticns of mjm in each year were scanned in 
relition to oategoiy choice (5.1 to 7.2 in tl« first year; 6.2 to 8.4 
in the seocxd year) , but no consistent age-choice pattern ccuid be 
discerned. 
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Tto sun \p this porticn of the study: 

Tljeie are some significant differonoes in reading interests in both 
first and seoond year children snong the 10 countries of the survey. 

Hiere are some significant differences in reeling interests between 
first and second year children in the 10 oouniries. 

In CQRpilaticns %hich did not .^lude thr ttiited States, ti^re were 
no significant differences in reading interests betMeen boys and girls 
of either first or seoond year; significiint differences in reaJing in- 
terests were shoMn in aooond year children, ac^JOEding to intelUgoice, 
but not first year children; significant diff«d:ences in reading interests 
were shcMi m first year aoootding to reading level, but not in seconl 
year. 

The United States saniple showed significant differences in reading 
interests betMeen boys and girls in both first and seoand year; signif- 
icant differences ware evident in reading interests in first year chil- 
dren, aooQsding to intelligence, but not araong seoonl year Children; 
and, as in ths nine countries, si^iificant differences in the reading 
interests of children in the first year of adhool «)ere dononstratad, 
according to reading level, but this ma not true of ci«ildren in the 
seccnd year of school. 

[Insert Table 4 here - see page 18a) 

SCFRBSSB) DBREVXTION OP OnS^EST 
In the final section of this report on findings are the data re- 
lated to the ascertaining of the aouroe of the expressed reading interest. 
This was detexxninad through a "probing* qv^tion v*iich concluded each 
child's personal interview. Sens children gave several sources, so that 
the replies exoeeded the nt jiiser of children in the stidy. 
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SIQIlFICMrr DZFFEICCES IM KGANXC QfEERESTS 



GICOPING 

Between 10 gountries 

Betwaan Ist and 2ni ysars; 
10 ooiatries 

Boys and girls (idthoat U.S.) 

Bays and girls - U.S . 

Intelligmos (withDUt U. ^.) 

Intelligmoe - U.S. 

InteUiganoe (witiiout U.S.) 

Uitslligsnoe - U.S. 

RMdiAg 1ml (without U.S.) 

Raading lowel - U.S. 

RMdiiKf leuial Mtiiout U.S.) 

Raading level - U.S. 



<S9iM LEVEL 
1, 2 
1. 2 

1, 2 

1. 2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 



SIQIIF3X:aMCE I£VfiL 
.01 
.01 



.01 



.05 
.05 



.01 
.01 
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lite repliee of first and amxmi. year cMMren «#ere sijnilar. lV<«nty 
percxsnt of the first year childrsn and ainost 18 peroent of the secsnl 
yaar children oould not designate the interest souroe. Trade books 
aaxxntod for more than 30 peroent of tlw expraased derivation in both 
years (slightly higher in ■eoond thm in first) ; televiaicn for sore 
than 16 peroent of the derivation of tha intorast aouice (slightly 
higher in first than in seoonS) ; and pecnnal «Kperiax:es - such as 
trips, having a pet. faaily events and fo&ily baKdoground, Mounted 
for ^pprddnately 23 pmroent in each yaor. Q>a desi^iation "oth&Tf" 
which acoountad for slightly less thsi tivm pcrosit o£ the s^xEessad 
derivaticn in aacT* year, included miPti itan m noSel kits, ghorogr^ 
records, S«id«y School, moviea (othar than TV) , and conic bocdos. 

An&lyT^irg the aou^roaa for exii oatego^ in percwit^Kgea reveals 
groat siinilaritiett betiisan yaars ana and tMo. (Tablee 5 and 6.) In 
the cdtagary "infooatiGD-scientifia," both trale boc^ and TV shour 
alight increases as interast aouroas in thet second year. Fac "infoxma- 
tioE\-197CB,* there is an inoreaae in trade books as a source, a decrease 
in television. "Realistic fiction," In ths second year, shows less 
involvonent with paraonal exparienas than \as evident in the first v^ar; 
"iioaginative fiction" shows somaMhot greater use of books as & source in 
the aecesid year. 

Difficult to tabulate but evcr-preoent in the ooooKnts of the chil- 
d^«xi vrere the inf luenoea of bc^it Ivsa and school. Vksmtf told l 'd 
like this book; sry teacher said it laai a good progroo, Dad read that 
book to ae, the vtioLe family went on s trip to tha seashore. ** 

[Insect Table 5 and Tlahla 6 here - see pages 20 213 
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TABUB 6 
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OaCLDSIONS, IMPIJCAnCNS, A^O SUOCSSTIONS 
Ihere is little question that this study is limited by several 
factors; broad generalizations caraiDt and mist not be made. It can 
cnJy stand for what it is; an aofxrMMim by children in the first 
and second fc"3nal years of school C«ciuding kiider^artesn) of tj^ir 
noaentary interest in a topic to rood or hawe read to them. 

These chiMren did not s&m to be handica|:|x3d by being asked to 
draw a teaponse eacept in X^xidcn %ta:e a nMnber of the first year 
chiMren in the sample v#are not used to drawing, aid were yoiwger than 
nost of the subjects in the ss!^>Le. On ths other haxd» chiMren of 
the same ages in Kancheatsr, Qnglanl, did njt acpaar to haw the sate 
prcblon. 

Also it oauld be that a dif fae«Rt group of interests might be 
elicited at other tinas or in oth«r settings. This r^oimns for future 
investigatoecs to detemine. (Our hunch is that met of the sane topics 
vculd appear and that the rankings wouM be unrfimgai.) Our only evi- 
dence at this point is the pilot wxk beiAg ocx^icted by Dorothy Kirsch 
%tio finds interests c^te oonstant after repeats^ interviews. Me have 
not tried other situatioM outside of the sctaal or with other inter- 
vieMoars, such as peers or parents. 

However, based on the findings of this stix^ and for tMs afla¥>le 
and keeping in vdsid the deliaittffcianp of ths stuiy, the following con- 
clusions sre dmn: 

1. Althougfh there are sons significant diffsxenoes, there ag^peaj: 
to be oDxe similarities song the eiqpcessed rseKiir^ interest:s of first 
and seoond year children in 10 oountriss thai differcnoes. 
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2. Fairy tolas and fantasies are the most preferred expressed 
T&adiDq interests of first and secowS year children in the 10 countries. 

3. Fairy tales and fantanieB, stories about children, plus stories 
and infonration about real animals liere the top choices of over two- 
thiids of the children in the f ir»t yaar of schcwl for the aitire 
S3nple. The same choioes in a sii^stly diffearent ranking oider were 
the top choices of 54 peroent of all the children in tte second year 

of school. More of the second year children ^qprest^ a greater diver- 
sity of interests. 

4. Reading interests of saoond year children danonstrated more 
preferences for ncnf icticnal topdcs than the interests of first year 
children. 

5. Raading interests «nang children in the first year of school 
for the 10 countries differed sigpaif icantly in reUticn to resiing 
levels as judged ro«#ily by clasaroan teachers. Othsr differovoes were 
inocnsistent in terms of statistical significanoe. 

6. Derivations of interests wore similar for both years with 
trade books as Oie most popular sayroe, peraonal eiqperiefvsee next, an3 
television third. 

Ik^xliostions 

^&in, please realize that the iij^i ications grow out of a study 
limited in design and scope. Ksv«£thsl£ss « aooe speculation about what 
neaninQ the findings might have asMi wtzrantad in the light of evm 
this liiiiitad evidence. 

1. Anyone in^lved %d.th planting for yom^ chiMren's reading 
shouJd be aMsxe of the variety of topics children a^jpear to be Inta-- 
estad in reading about. 
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2. If the significant diffexenoe between interests and reading 
levels in both years is reliable (and this be daronstxated by addi- 
tional eaqserimentaticxii) , planning for instructional experiences should 
oonsider such differesnoes. It affiMrs that chiMren in the second year 
of school, reading at a lower raiding level tiian plaoenient in acixol, 
will not have their interests net tiaaugh the use of roateri&lt nieant 
for the first y^ar of school. 

Blon and others (1) Li analysing th* content of renters iittondod 
fotr the first year of school found their content too bland and "happy 
family osntered'* for first year chilctei. Hie CGritent would appear to 
be ev«n more inappropriate for tMoond year children who are reading at 
levels more closely related to first year pttrfonaanoe. Secxx^ year 
children of low reading ability mlg^ pcofit from in«txuction using 
easy-to-read books with a focus \^ai factually related topics and 
imaginative fiction. 

3. Youig children throug^iout the world (at least as viewed 
through the san^^les in these IG cauntries) appear to have many similar 
interests. ThxB ocnclusion would 9om to point towerd the indication ' 
that nore univtcsal, structured, educational activities could be planned 
as early as school years one and tuo involving interrelationships among 
ChiMren in these 10 coixitri^s. Art work, photography and pantonine 
are possible ways of using cxmaon intssests to build nitual under- 
standings at early ages. 

aug^sstsd Rosearch 

r 

1. Obviously replications of this study in other oountries and 
at other tines of the year are needed to ascertain the validity of 
these cixpressed interests as more than rodoentary choices. 
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2. Also, the amet crhildren should be asked to dratw and explain 
their interests a nviober of tines %idthui a inanth or so to determine 
the reliability of the expressed interosts. 

3. Once the expressed interests appear to be valid and reliable 
o^rer a nunber of studies, the intsrssts ahouM be ooipsred to the cur- 
ricula in the first two years of school. Although educators wish to 
expand children's interests, the early esiperienoes in scdiool oug^t to 
relate to the interests of the leamars if they are to omceive of 
learning as interesting and relevant. 1S)ese children in this study 
did not donc^istrate any great desire to read about family life but 
appeared to want to expand their %iDrl<iB to a mjltitude of areas 
beyond their everyday living. 
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